
 
 

The Palmer 
Family 



INTRODUCTION FAMILY TREE 
 
 

This Document notates the ancestral associations of the Palmer family with its many 

inter-relations of direct lineage by birth and marriage. 

 

The detailed records begin with Sarah Maria Palmer and Samuel Palmer and cover the 

last two hundred years (1840-2010). The ancient lineage covers a period of some five 

hundred years (1470-1940). 

 

For details of recent years, I am indebted to my cousins and their spouses, being 

those directly descended from our grandfather, Thomas (Tom) Palmer, born 1874. 

 

For details of the last 200 years, we owe a huge debt of gratitude to our cousin in New 

Zealand, genealogist, Ronald Stretton. Ron is descended from Alice Palmer the sister 

of our grandfather Tom. She emigrated to New Zealand at the turn of the last century, 

becoming the Matriarch of that Branch of the family. 

 
We come now to the 'skeleton in the cupboard' the 'mystery of the noble ancestor' 

and originator of the family wealth. Alluded to by our parents but never named. For 

solving this we have to thank the pioneering work done by cousin Clive Harrison 

followed by confirmation by great-cousin Joan Walters of Peterborough (now in her 

90's). 

 

I was talking to Joan on the telephone trying to unravel who was the son/daughter of 

X and Y, when I said that it was unfortunate that, with the death of the previous 

generation, we will now never know the identity of the mysterious 'noble ancestor'. 

 
'Oh! That was my grandfather' she said and proceeded to give me the when, how and 

why, followed by other conversations, letters and photographs. A lovely lady, who 

just happened to be in the 'Last Chance Saloon'. All will be revealed in the following 

pages. 

 

The solving of 'the noble ancestor' provided what genealogists call a 'pathway' in 

that the nobility have details of their ancestors going back to the year dot and recorded 

in the many standard works on ancient lineage. A selection has been reproduced here. 

 
The Family Tree has been devised to show the linked descendants and their families. 

This will allow future generations to update their branch of the family, as and when. 

The loose pages also allow for ease of photocopy. 

 

I trust you will find reading 'the tree' as interesting as I found researching, editing and 

compiling it. 

 

With love and best regards 
 

David T.M. Palmer 

 

 

2009 

Charlfont House 

158 Ombersley Road 

Worcester, WR3 7HA 

United Kingdom 



 
 
 

DESCENDANTS of SARAH MARIA PALMER, Nee MORRIS 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 William Drogo Montagu - Born 1823 

7th Earl (then Duke) of Manchester  

Kimbolton Castle, Cambridge 

 
* 

1 Sarah Maria Morris  

Born about 1826 at St Neots 

Employed from about 1841-1850  

at Kimbolton Castle. - pregnant by 

Montagu. 

_________________________________ 

 

2  William Edward Palmer 

Born 10th May 1850 at Kimbolton  

Educated Kimbolton Public School 

Married Emma Prentice 24 Dec 1873 
Died August 1933   leaving 8 children. 
 

* 
 

Tom:    Born 1874 

   Married Grace Pateman 1900 
Frank:    Born 1876,  

   Married Isobel, Doncaster  
Rubin:   Born 1877, died as child in 1877 
Julia:     Born 1878, unmarried 

Samuel: Born 1881, Married Florrie 
John:     Born 1882, Married Pattie 

Alice:     Born 1884, Emigrated to NZ 
   Mar: George Towersley 1910   
   Died 1979 

Lydia:    Born 1886, 
   Married John Mansfield 

 

1  Samuel Palmer – Born about 1826 

Staploe, Nr St Neots, Huntingdonshire  

Later Peterborough, Cambridgeshire 

 

* 

 1  Sarah Maria Morris 

 Born about 1826 at St Neots 

 Married Samuel Palmer 4th March 1850 

 when seven months pregnant. 

 

__________________________________ 

 
 

2  Joseph Palmer 

Born about 1853  

at Monument Street Peterborough. 

Married about 1882 to Emily. 

Died about 1893 leaving 6 children. 

 
* 
 

The first 5 children’s names are unknown. 

Emily was widowed in 1893 
The sixth child Josephine was named after 

her father and born about 1893, after the 
death of Joseph. 
 



DESCENDANTS & ANTECEDENTS of WILLIAM EDWARD PALMER 

 

1. Samuel Palmer -(871) 
Born:  About 1826, at Willington, Bedfordshire, England. 
Married:     March 1850 to Sarah Maria Morris 
Died:              Aug 1922 at Paston, Peterborourgh, Northamptonshire. 

Note - The 1851 Census of St Neots — Samuel states that the place of his 
birth was Willington, Bedfordshire, and that he was 26 years of age. This 
would have meant that he was born in 1825. He also states that his occupation 
was a carpenter. He and his wife Sarah, and son William (6) were living in the 
Hamlet of Staploe which is 4 miles West of Saint Neots in Northamptonshire. 
They had a house servant working for them at the time. 

 the 8881 Census of Peterborough - Samuel states that the place of his birth 
was Kemptson in Bedfordshire, and that he was 49 years of age, this would 
have meant that he was born in 1832. He also states that his occupation was a 
carpenter. He, his wife Sarah and son Joseph J. were living at Monument Street, 
Peterborough. The 1891 Census of Peterborough - Samuel states that the place 
of his birth was Wilden in Bedfordshire and that he was 63 years of age. This 
would have meant that he was born in 1828. He gives his occupation as 
carpenter. He and his wife Sarah and Frank Palmer who is stated as being a 
relative were living at Swans Place, Peterborough. Frank Palmer was Samuel 
and Sarah Palmer's Grandson, disgraced son of Frank  Palmer. (see later Frank 
Palmer) 

Spouse- Sarah Maria Morris -e (872) (257) daughter of Edward Morris 
Born:  About 1826 at St Neots, Huntingdonshire, England. 
Mar:  4th Mar 1850 C.O.E. Hail Weston, Huntingdon shire. 
Died:    Jan 1905 in 0undle Road, Woodstone, Northamptonshire. 
Note:    Information for the birth date taken of the 1851 census for St Neots 

where Sarah states she was 25 and born at St Neots. Married Samuel 
Palmer when seven months pregnant. See legitimacy notes at William     
Edward Palmer, next page. 

 
1st born William Edward in 1850 - 2nd born Joseph Palmer born about 1853. 

(1) 



     THE SONS OF SARAH MARIA MORRIS & SAMUEL PALMER 
 

2.  William Edward Palmer (872) son of Sarah Palmer (nee Morris) & William 
Drago Montagu, Earl & 7th Duke of Manchester of Kimbolton Castle. 
Born - 10th May 1850 at Kimbolton, Huntingdonshire, England. 
Mother - Sarah Maria Morris, Housekeeper at Kimbolton Castle, Hunts, 
Conceived - a child in Oct 1849 by William Drago Montagu, Earl & 6th Duke of 
Manchester of Kimbolton Castle. To legitimize the child Sarah Maria married 
Samuel Palmer on the 4th March 1850 when seven months pregnant. 
Educated - 1857-1868 at Kimbolton School. A fee paying boarding Public 
School attached to Kimbolton Castle and still operating as a Public School. 
Sourced from letters of Great Cousin Joan Walters (nee Mansfield), his 
granddaughter. “A nurseryman at Peterborough, his was a well-off family with 
several servants” sourced from letters of Amanda Martin Palmer (nee Ashley) 
and Mrs Winifred Noble. The Nurseries were still in existence during WWW2. 
Died - 31 Jan 1933 at 33 Scotney Street, Peterborough and the house was willed 
to Julia Palmer. In his Will he also left a considerable amount of money to his 
sons and their oldest sons. Sourced from letters of Joan Walters, (nee Mansfield). 

 
Spouse-Emma Prentice- (874) daughter of William Prentice & Eliza Day Born:  
28th Jan 1845 at Harrold in Bedfordshire, England. 
Mar:  24 Dec 1873, Parish Church, Harrold Bedfordshire. Died:  
1920 at Peterborough, Northamptonshire. 
Note: The 1871 census states she was living with her parent, Joseph Day, at High 

Street, Harrold, and that her parents were Drapers. 
 

2. Joseph Palmer, son of Samuel Palmer & Sarah Maria Morris 
Born:  1853 at Monument Street, Peterborough 
Mar:.    1882 to Emily 
Died: 1893 
Note: Joseph & Emily had six children between 1882-1892, of which the names of 
the first five are (as yet) unknown. For surfers of the internet, the names of these 
children should be listed under Joseph Palmer in the 1881-1891 Census for 
Peterborough. The sixth child was called Josephine after her father and was born 
after his death. 

 
Note 2; In the late 1970's, I (David Palmer) was visited at the Albany China Factory in 
Worcester, by two young ladies, who introduced themselves as distant Palmer cousins 
from America. They had been told by their U.S.A. family of their English relatives 
and of the Nurseries at Worcester. They had previously been to the Nurseries and met 
Uncle Claude and my parents Philip & Cecilia. In spite of having a long conversation 
with them over lunch, I am afraid that with the passage of time, I remember nothing. 
Sic Transit Gloria Mundi. 
I have found no references of any descendants of William Edward Palmer emigrating 
to America. However, the 1890's were a time of mass emigration to America and it 
remains a possibility that one or more of Joseph's children took the chance of an 
assisted passage to build a new life in the United States. 

 
3. Josephine Palmer, sixth child of Joseph & Emily Palmer 

Born:  about 1893 
Note: Joan Walters (nee Palmer), the granddaughter of William Edward 

Palmer, states that she used to visit her Aunt Josephine who told her 
that her mother & siblings had lived through difficult times, due partly to 
the fact that Joseph had a liking for the drink. 
 
 
 

                                                                   (2) 



THE CHILDREN OF WILLIAM EDWARD PALMER 
 
3. Thomas Palmer — (875) eldest son of William Palmer. & Emma Prentice  

Born:  6th Nov 1874 at Thrapston, Northamptonshire, England  
Married:  Jun 1900 at Bermondsey, London 
Died:       May 1953 at St Johns Nursery, Worcester 
Note -  Nurseryman owner at West Haddon and later in 1910, 

purchased St Johns Nurseries, (trading as Richard Smith and 
Co, which was at one time, the largest Nursery in England. 

Tom Palmer' s niece Joan recalls that he worked for several years for his 
father, William E. Palmer, for 'Bed & Board' on the premise that his father, 
William, would finance a Farm / Nursery for him. When Tom eventually 
asked him to for fill his pledge, he refused. Tom Palmer took his father to 
court and was awarded his claim with damages. The incident caused a rift 
between them, which lasted some years. Tom left the family home and moved 
to West Haddon where he started his own Nursery business. Most of his 
children were born at West Haddon. Eventually father & son were reconciled. 
William left his first born, what was for then, a substantial sum in his will. 
(see later comments on West Haddon) 

During WWW2 Tom's sister Alice Towersley's, (nee Palmer) son, George 
Towersley, was posted from NZ to the UK and visited his Uncle Tom at the 
St Johns Nurseries. Source letter of 3rd April 1945. see New Zealand Branch 

 
Spouse — Grace Alice Pateman — (882) (259) 

Born: 2nd Jan 1873 at London, England. 
Mar:         Jun 1900, Bermondsey, Surrey. 

 Died:        Jan 1960 at St Johns Nurseries, Worcester. 
Note -  Her family were tanners & leather merchants. She was a 

suffragette and at one time Chairman of Worcestershire 
Conservative Association.  
Described by her Pateman sisters as a very effective 
businesswoman. (see later Pateman family tree) 

 
 

 
Children: 

 
William, Gladys, Pearl, Cyril, Claude and Grace 
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3. Frank Palmer - (876) Son of William Edward Palmer & Emma Prentice  

Born:         20th March 1876 
 Married: Isobel 1897 
 Died:              About 1926, Doncaster, from cirrhosis of the liver caused by strong drink. 

Note:  After William Edward Palmer fell out with Tom, his eldest son, he had 
intended that Frank should carry on the Peterborough Nursery family 
business. 
However, Frank impregnated Isobel, one of his father's maids and his 
father insisted he marry her. The child was Emmie Palmer 
William Edward's family did not take to Isobel and Frank went off in 
disgrace. He and Isobel ran a Fruiterers business in Doncaster and had 
eight children. (Source: letters of Amanda. Martin Ashley, wife of 
Edgar Palmer.) 
 
Spouse - Isobel - (889) (260) 

 Born: About 1874 
 Died: About 1955, Scarborough, 

Note:  Isobel survived a loveless and abusive marriage until Frank died at 50. She 
would say to her daughter-in-law, Amanda Palmer: "When I come up on 
the Pools, I will buy a house in Scarborough, by the sea." She did indeed 
win the pools, bought a house in Scarborough and lived to a gentile old age. 
Well done, girl. 

 
3. Ruben Palmer (877) Son of William Edward Palmer & Emma Prentice 
         Born:        5th June 1877  
        Died:              24th Sep 1877  
        Note:             died in infancy 
 
3. Julia Palmer (878) Daughter of William Edward Palmer & Emma Prentice 
         Born:        1st Aug 1878  
         Married:        did not marry  
        Died:              1943 at Scotney Street, Peterborough 

Note: Many of my cousins will remember Aunt Julia, Tom’s sister, as she 
lived at the St. Johns Nurseries for some years. For several years she lived 
with her father, W.E. He left the house in Scotney St. to he 
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3. Samuel Palmer — (879) son of William E. Palmer & Emma Prentice  

Born:  20th Feb 1881 

Died: 1915, France, World War 1 

Note: Samuel was a Regular Soldier, killed on active service in France 

 

Spouse - Florrie (895) (261) 

Children: Reginald and 2 Girls (maybe twins?)  

who died of the Spanish Flu epidemic of 1920 that followed World War 1 

 

3.  John Palmer- (880) Son of William E. Palmer & Emma Prentice  

Born: 27th Nov 1882 

 

Spouse: Pattie  (899) (262) 

 

4.   Samuel John Palmer (Nattie) Son of John Palmer & Pattie  

Note - He was known as Nattie due to his smart appearance. 

 

3. Alice Palmer — (491) daughter of William E. Palmer & Emma Prentice 

 Born: Apr 1884 Cavendish Street, Peterborough, Northamptonshire. 

Mar:   Jul 1910 James George Towersley at Elizabeth Dunn's, Featherston, 

Wairarapa, New Zealand 

Died:        Dec 1955, Main St, Greytown, Wellington, New Zealand. 

Note:  She was a teacher. Her father, William Edward, an autocratic man, did not 

want her to leave home. Alice rebelled against her father and took passage to 

New Zealand becoming the Matriarch of that branch of the family. See New 

Zealand Section for offspring. 

 

Spouse - James George Towersley of New Zealand 

Born: July 1883 at Lambton Quay, Wellington, New Zealand 

Mar:     Jul 1910 at Elizabeth Dunn's, Featherston, Wairarapa, New Zealand Died:

     19 Sep 1979, Hospital at Greytown, Wellington. 

 

4. George Edward Towersey — (492) son of Alice Palmer & James Towersley 

Born  24th Mar 1911 at Waipawa, Hawkes Bay, New Zealand. 

Died  15th Sep, Wellington, New Zealand. 

Note- Posted to England in WW2, he visited his Uncle Tom Palmer 

at the St Johns Nurseries, Worcester in 1945 

 

Spouse: Margaret Emily Vincent — (715) (157) 

 Born: 7th Nov 1914, Wellinton,,New Zealand. 

 Died: 12 Apr 1982 at Rotorua, New Zealand. 
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Lydia Palmer, daughter of William E. Palmer & Emma Prentice 
Born:  22nd March 1886 at Peterborough  
Married: 28th November 1915 
Died:     May 1975 at Peterborough 

Spouse - John Mansfield, son of John Mansfield of Fakenham & Jenny Read 
Born:   0th March 1889 at London   
Married: 20 November 1915 to Lydia Palmer 
Died: 21st January 1970 at Peterborough 
Note: John Mansfield was a Businessman & Councillor, Justice of the 

Peace and Mayor of Peterborough 1932.  
O.B.E. and Freeman of the City 
 

children: Joan and John 
 

Lydia at 29 years old wanted to marry John Mansfield but her father, William 
Edward Palmer, objected to the marriage. When Alice and then Lydia left home, 
William was furious he disowned them and would not go to the wedding, which 
her mother Emma Prentice Palmer had to pay for, and would not set foot in their 
home for several years. He cut both Lydia & Alice, from his will. 

Source: letters from W.E's granddaughter Joan Walters (nee Mansfield) in which 
she also states that William Edward was "Autocratic, a bit of a despot". 

4. Joan Maud Mansfield daughter of Lydia Palmer & John Mansfield  

Born:        23rd Sept 1919 at Peterborough 

Married:    23rd April 1946 to John Rufus Walters at Peterborough a C/E Parson 
 

Spouse: John Rufus Walters 

Born:     1+ Jan 1915 at Swansea, Glamorgan, Wales 
Married:  23rd April 1946 at All Saints Church, Paston, Northants 

 Died:       August 1990 at Peterborough 
Note:    Clerk in Holy Orders (Parson) from Ely Cardiff. 

Children: Janet and Emily 
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THE CHILDREN OF TOM & GRACE PALMER 
 

4. William Edward Palmer — (883) Son of Thomas Palmer & Grace Pateman  
 Born: 10th Jan 1901 at West Haddon, Northamptonshire, England. 
 Educated:  Kings School, Worcester 

  Mar: Sept 1923 
  Died:  Oct 1961 at Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire. 

Note:  Nurseryman at Battenhall, Worcester, with his brother Cyril (Phil). 
Battenhal Nurseries was on land leased from the ecclesiastical 
authorities, Battenhall Convent and closed when the lease ran out. 
Land changed to food production in WWW2. He was the proprietor 
of Palmers Nurseries Ltd of Droitwich Road, Worcester and owner 
of Hotels  - The Swan, Nr Teddington and at Tenbury Wells. 
He was a talented restorer of old buildings, a racehorse owner and 
'Patron of the Turf' He was known as 'Wicked William' due to his 
agile business practices and his 'Eye for the Ladies'  

Spouse - Winifred House - (909) (265) 
Born:  About 1902 

 Mar:           Sept 1923 at Worcester Registry Office. 
Divorced & married again to Liberal M.P. for Worcester Richard 'Dickie' Fairburn.  
 

Daughter: Diana Palmer 
 

    Second partner: Ruby Guest 
                 Born About 1910 
 

Daughter: Julie Griffiths (nee Palmer). 

4. Gladys Vivian Palmer — (886). Daughter of Thomas Palmer & Grace Pateman 
Born: 16th Mar 1902 at West Haddon, Northamptonshire, England. 
Educated: Alice Ottley School, Worcester 
Mar: Cecil Charles Townsend, 6th Aug 1928 at St Johns Church, 

Worcester. 
Died: About Feb 1978 at Lower Broadheath, Worcestershire. 
Note: Church & School Governor 
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Spouse - Cecil Charles Townsend -- (991) (266) 

Born: 24th September 1896, Sailors Return, Broadheath, Worces 
Educated:  St Clemens School, Worcester 
Married:    August 1928 

 Died: April 1978 
Note: Nurseryman & noted rose grower at Broadheath, Worcs.  
Served in the Army in the Royal Cavalry in Egypt in WWW1. Fought against the 
Turkish Ottoman Empire in Company with Lawrence of Arabia, commanded by 
General Allenby.  
Councillor on Martley Rural County Council. 
Children: Christine, Graham, Silvia, Pamela and John 
 

4. Pearl Evelyn Palmer (885) Daughter of Thomas Palmer & Grace Pateman 
 Born; 22 Apr 1903 at West Haddon, Northamptonshire 
Mar:  l8 Jun 1927 at St Johns Church, Worcester.  
Died:  1977 at 16 Leigh Road, Andover, Hampshire. 
 

Spouse — Reginald Stanhope Harrison — (911) (216) 
 Born: 14th June 1904 at Portsmouth 

Educated:  Portsmouth & St John's College, Battersea, London 
 Mar:            18th June 1927 
 Died: 1st Jan 2003 at Andover 
 Note:           Family drapers business at Cosham (Portsmouth).  

Headmaster of Preston College, Andover. Sportsman; at Tennis, 
Hockey, Soccer, etc. Cricket with Basingstoke & North Hants. 
Manager Andover F. C.  
In WWW2 .he held many local posts of responsibly i.e. Location of 
Arms & Rations for Special Resistance Forces in the event of a 
German Invasion, Air raid supervision, Billeting of troops collecting 
for the Normandy Landings, etc; leading to two Royal 
invitations to Buckingham Palace, in recognition. 
Mayor of Andover, 1958, with daughter Grace as Mayoress. 
Water colour artist in retirement (his 90's) and held a keen interest in 
the history & culture of Norway. 

 
                      Children: Roy, Grace, Bernard and Clive 
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4. Cyril Thomas (Phil) Palmer — (884) Son of Thomas Palmer & Grace Pateman 
Born:  May 1906 at West Haddon, Northamptonshire 
Educated: Kings School, Worcester. 

 Mar:          August 1931 at St Helens Church, Worcester 
 Died: 1987 at St Johns Nurseries, Worcester. 

Note:  Partner with his brother William in Battenhall Nurseries  
then Sales Manager, Palmers Nurseries Ltd. 
Cyril (Phil) still holds the Kings School athletics record for the 
'Ketch Run' i.e. Edgar Tower, Worcester to the Ketch Inn at 
Clerkenleap and back, after some 83 years. (source: The Vigornian) 
A gifted student, he obtained entry into the Eastern Telegraph College 
in London, lodging with his Pateman relatives. 

The Eastern Telegraph maintained telegraph stations throughout the British 
Empire, many based at the various seats of Government. With a rapid turnover 
of Colonial Staff due to length of postings and tropical illness/death and the 
time it would take to send replacements from England to the far-flung outposts 
of the Empire, junior posts in the Colonial Service were often offered to Eastern 
Telegraph employees who were 'on the spot'. It was therefore considered a 
'plumb job' with its possible entry into the Colonial Service. 

At the end of his term at the London College, (he was hoping for a posting to 
India) his posting was to for three years in the Gold Coast (now Ghana) then 
known as “the White Man’s Graveyard” due to less than a third surviving a 
three year posting there. This was prior to vaccinations, when tropical diseases, 
Typhoid, Yellow Fever, Beri Beri. Malaria etc were certain killers. Cyril refused 
this posting and as a result had to resign. His parents Tom & Grace Palmer had 
set great hopes on his potential 'social advancement' and as a result of his 
resignation from the Eastern Telegraph they quietly shunned him for the rest of 
his life. They did not attend his wedding and did not recognise him in their wills 

Spouse — Cecilia Dorothy Baylis — (912) (268) 
Born:  About 1907 
Educated: Worcester Girls Grammar School 
 Married: 19m August 1931 at St Helens Church, Worcester 
 Died:  in 1991 at Watery Lane, St Johns, Worcester 
 Note:  Florist. Cecilia (Cely) was a gifted Pianist. Her brother, Champnes 

Baylis played violin in Edward Elgar's Worcester String Orchestra 
 

Children:  David Thomas Michael   and Sheila Dorothy (Judy) 
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4. Claude Douglas Palmer - (887) Son of Thomas Palmer & Grace Pateman 
Born: 22nd Sept 1910, Rose Villa, Boughton Street, Worcester. 
Educated: St. Johns Primary, Kings School, Worcester. 
Married: 22nd April 1935 at Broadheath Church, Worcester. 
Died: 30th July 1984, St. Johns Nurseries, Worcester. 
Note: Nurseryman and Fellow of the Royal Horticultural Society  

Special Constable during the Second World War. 
 

Spouse - Lillian Beatrice Sprague (913) (269) 
 Born: 3rd October 1909, Sailors Bank, Broadheath, Worcester. 
 Educated: Broadheath School, Worcester. 

Died:          2nd March 1987, Columbia Drive, Worcester.        
Note:         Florist - Known to everyone as Queenie. 

                                   Children: Joy and John 
 
 

4. Grace Constance Palmer - (886) daughter of Thomas Palmer & Grace Pateman 
Born:         9th November 1911, St Johns Nurseries, Worcester.  
Educated:         St John's Ladies College, Alice Ottley School, Worcester. 

 Died: 1998 
Note:  After nursing her parents in their infirmity, she became a district nurse/midwife. 

Auntie Grace had a somewhat moralising nature and did not marry, so imagine the 
Family's astonishment when, in her eighties, she briefly cohabitated with her very 
first boyfriend - Bless.  
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4. Gilbert Palmer (963) son of Frank Palmer & Isobel 
 

2 children 
 
4, Emmie Palmer (892) daughter of Frank Palmer & Isobel 

Born: about 1899 
Died: May 1990 

 
Spouse: Raymond Heppenstall (955) (283) 

 
2 children 

 
4. Frank Palmer (962) son of Frank Palmer & Isobel 

Born- about 1901 
Died - about 1978  

children: Harold - John – Edgar 
 

4. Harold Palmer (890) son of Frank Palmer & Isobel 
Born: About 1904 
Died: Dec 1982 

Spouse: Joyce (949) (281) 
 Born:  
 Died:  Feb 1985, Doncaster, Yorkshire 

Three children 
 

4. John Palmer (891) son of Frank Palmer & Isobel  
Born: About 1910 
Mar: 
Died: About 1984 

Spouse: Kathleen - (953) (282)  
Born: 
Died:  Doncaster, Yorkshire. 
 

Children:  Malcom — (954) 
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4. Edgar Palmer (893) son of Frank Palmer & Isobel  
Born: 14th Jun 1913, Doncaster, Yorkshire 
Mar: 
Died:  27th Mar 1985 at Lyndhurst, Hampshire. 
Note:  See Frank Palmer's Section 

Spouse — Amanda Martin Ashley — (958) (281)  
Born: 18th Apr 1914 
Note: Source of information on William Edward Palmer, Frank Palmer, 

               Isobel Palmer and Edgar Palmer 

4. Philip Palmer (894), son of Frank Palmer & Isobel  
 

Born:  about 1925 (894)  
Died:  28th Apr 1943, Tunisia, Africa. Died in action World War Il. 
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5. Diana Sylvia Palmer -- (914) daughter of William (Bill) Palmer & Winifred House 
 Born: 1929 

Educated:  Miss Fall's School for Young Ladies, Malvern Girls College  
Died:  27th August 2005 

 Note - Nurseryman, Worcester Garden Centre. 
Women's Champion, St Johns Cycling Club 

5. Julie Palmer - (915) daughter of William E. (Bill) Palmer & Ruby Guest 
 Born: 1942 
 Educated: Miss Fall's School for Young Ladies, Malvern Girls College 

Note:                Hotelier 
 
                      Spouse: Griffiths  

                              Born: about 1941 
                              Note: Racing Driver 
 

Children: Sian and Caroline 
 

5. Christine Vivian Townsend - (916) daughter of Gladys Palmer & Cecil Townsend 
Born: 22nd November 1929 at Worcester  
Educated: Worcester Girls Grammar School 

Married:  23rd September 1950 to Maurice Norman  

Note: Civil Service, Clerical Officer, Yachtswoman. 1968 
Gardener & Flower Arranger. Tennis Player 

2003, keen 

 
Spouse — Morris Edward Norman 

       Born 27th September 1929 at Birmingham 
Educated:  Worcester Technical School 

Note -              Industrialist, Electronics, Managing Director of Three Companies. 
Yachtsman. 1968-2003 sailing the English Channel and Northern   
France. Yacht based at Saundersfoot and from 1983 at Plymouth 
Harbour. Active in the Freemasonry Movement. Trained to Fly at the 
Air Training Corps. Holder of a Gliding Certificate. Volunteer Air 
Crew, Flew Tiger Moths. 

 



5. Terence Graham Townsend (917) son of Gladys Palmer & Cecil Townsend 
Born: 29 September 1931 at St Johns Nurseries  
Educated:  Worcester Royal Grammar School 
Married: 20 September 1958 at Broadheath Church 
Died: 22nd October 2007 at Worcester Royal Hospital 
Note: National Service, Royal Artillery, Hong Kong Garrison Abt 1949-51 

Nurseryman & Farmer, Laugherne Bank Farm, Wichenford, Worces. 
Councillor, Martley Rural District Council 

 
   Spouse — Margaret Lilian Eastbury 

Born: 30th April 1937 at Police House, Castle St, Worcester 
Educated: Worcester Girls Grammar School 
Note: Legal Secretary. Father, William J. Eastbury, a professional 
soldier. Grenadier Guards. Father appointed Constable for 
Broadheath by Brigadier Brittan, the Lord Lieutenant of the 
County. Worcestershire Constabulary 1928-1958. 

 
5. Silvia Iris Townsend — (918) daughter of Gladys Palmer & Cecil Townsend               

 
Born:             11th March 1934 
Educated:       Worcester Girls Grammar School 

      Married:      1957 
 Note: Shareholder, Steel Stockholders, Noted Racehorse Owner, String of 

National Hunt Horses trained by Twiston Davies. Most noted horse  
Beau, who broke a rein when leading in the final stage of the Grand 
National. 

Spouse: John Tainton 
Born: 1933 
Educated: Droitwich College of the Sacred Heart & Worcester Grammar 
Married: 1957 
Note: Steel Stockholder, John Tainton Ltd & Armstrong Steel Co Ltd 

National Service in the Royal Air Force 
 

      Children: Jane, Marie and Jonathon 
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5. Pamela Townsend (919) daughter of Gladys Palmer & Cecil Townsend 
 Born  30th March 1937 

Educated  Worcester Girls Grammar School 

 Married: 9th June 1956 
 Note: Nurseryman, Nursery Teacher, Business in Hong Kong for 7 years 

First Spouse - Gareth Parry Evans 
Born: 31 st March 1933 

Educated: Llandovery College 
Married: 9th June 1956 
Died: 7th August 1996 
Note: National Service 1950's Royal Artillery 

Soldiered with Graham Townsend in Hong Kong Garrison  
Business in Hong Kong 
Executive Officer, G.C.H.Q. Spooks Information Centre, Cheltenham 

                            
       children: Lynette Evans 
 

        Second Spouse: William Frank Carey Sweet 
 Born: 29st August 1950 

Educated:   Tewkesbury Modern School 
Married: 13th December 1975 
Note:            P.H.G. Tewkesbury P.O. Tennis Coach 
 
 
 

5. John Winston Townsend - (920) son of Gladys Palmer & Cecil Townsend 
Born: 23rd September 1942 at South Bank Nursing Home, Worcester  
Educated: Comer Gardens, Henwick Grove & Christopher Whitehead 
Schools, Married: 19 June 1963 at St Phillip & St James Church, Hallow, 
Worcs.  
Note: Agricultural & Nursery, The Mallings, Cradley, Worcs. 
 

Spouse — Joyce Elizabeth Faulkner 
                  Born: 14m September 1945 at Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Gateshead 

Educated: Henwick Grove & Christopher Whitehead Schools, Worcester 
Married:  19 June 1963 at St Phillip & St James Church, Hallow  

                  Note:  Secretarial Clerk, Nursery Proprietor, Rose Grower 

    children: Russell John and Teresa Joyce 
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5. Roy Harrison - (921) son of Pearl Palmer (885) & Reginald Harrison 
Born: 1928 
Died : 1934, age 6, of diphtheria 

 
5.  Bernard Reginald Stanhope Harrison — son of Pearl Palmer & Reginald Harrison   Born:      

28th Sept 1934, Worcester Royal Infirmary  
Married: 11th July 1959 at Croydon to Doris Moyse 

      Died:      March 2006 of diabetes & heart failure. 
Educated:     Preston College, Andover & Peter Symonds Grammar School Winchester 
Note: Teacher & Sportsman. Biography, "Brushes with Greats" by K. Smallbone Captain of 
his school's Sports Teams. Played for English Schools Xl at Cricket & Football. 
1951-55 Played Football for Portsmouth F.C. 
1953-55. Royal Air Force, Represented RAF in Cricket, Football & Badminton. 
1955-59. Professional Soccer with Crystal Palace F.C. 
1959-61 Professional, Soccer, Southampton F.C. and Exeter F.C. 
1959-62 Played professional Cricket for Hampshire. 1961 Championship Team  
1959-63 Played cricket as an amateur for 50 years for Basingstoke C.C. 
Teacher Training at King Alfred's College Winchester, Math's & Sports Teacher 

Spouse: Doris Moyse 
Married: 11thJuly 1959, Croydon,  

Children: Kimberley, Janet and Susan 
 

5. Clive Neale Palmer Harrison — (923) son of Pearl Palmer & Reginald Harrison Born: 13th 

May 1935, Worcester Royal Infirmary 
Educated: Preston College, Andover, Peter Symonds Grammar School, St Edmunds Hall, 

Oxford University. (An Oxford Blue). 
Married: 30 March 1964 to Monique Genevieve Cornu of Bureands, France 
Note: Schoolteacher, Queen Mary's Grammar School & Queen Mary's Sixth Form 

College, Basingstoke. 
Sports;  Oxford University Badminton Captain & Oxford Blue. English Schools Cricket 

Xl. Hampshire Singles Champion (Badminton) 1961 

Spouse Monique Genevieve Cornu 
 Born: 31 May 1936, Dijon, France 
Educated: Lycee Marcelle Parde, Faculte Des Lettres, Dijon Married: 
30 March 1964 at St Mary's Church, Andover, Hants.  
Note: Teacher, Marnel Junior School, Basingstoke 

Children: Christopher Jean-Bernard and  Juliette Marie-Anne 
 

  
 



5. Grace Harrison --- (921) daughter of Pearl Palmer (885) & Reginald Harrison 

Born: 7
th 

June 1941 at Worcester 

Educated: East Street Primary & Andover Grammar School 

Married: First     - 23
rd 

July 1961, Dennis Giles. 

Second -| 2
nd

  April 1985, Thomas Arthur Hicks   

Note: Mayoress of Andover 1958. 

Principal of the Suzanne School of Dance 

 

1
st
 Spouse: Dennis Giles 

Born: 23
rd 

June 1939 

Educated: Brockenhurst High School, Hants 

Married  23th July 1961 

 

children: Roy Frederick, David, Robert 

 

 

2
nd

 Spouse:    Thomas Arthur Hicks 

Born: 13
th 

Feb 1940  

Educated: Bradford Carlton High School  

Married: 10
th 

April 1985 

Note:  Farmer 

 

 

  

 



5. David Thomas Michael Palmer -(925) son of Cyril (Phil) Palmer & Cecilia Baylis 
 Born: 11th  Sept 1934 at Battenhall Convent, Worcester 

Educated:     St Georges Primary, Worcester Royal Grammar School. 
 Droitwich College of the Sacred Heart (Jesuit), Worcestershire 

Married:    3rd April 1961 to Christine Gurney Clifton  
Note:  National Service, Royal Army Pay Corp, Command Pay Office at  

GHQ Far East Land Forces, Tanglin, Singapore. 
1955-57 Served in the Malayan Chinese Communist Colonial War. In 
addition to normal unit tasks, took part in Riot Duties in Singapore & 
Jungle Patrols in Johore state, Malaya, later Border Duty in Aden. 
Articled Clerk, Harrison & Co Solicitors. Industrial Chemist, Royal 
Worcester Porcelain Co. Antique Renovator, Co-Founder & CEO 
Albany Fine China Co Ltd. Chairman Everton Travel Ltd. Member 
(Name) at Lloyds of London, 

Spouse — Christine Beatrice Mary Clifton 
  Born: Dec 1940 at Fernhill Heath Nr Worcester 

Educated: Fernhill Heath Primary & Samuel Southall School, 
Worcester 

Married: 3rd April 196] to David Palmer at Claines Church, Worcester Died
 

 Note: Ceramic Artist, Flowers & Fruit, Worcester Royal Porcelain Co 
Father, Reginald Clifton was a professional soldier in the 
Grenadier Guards. His Battalion was posted to North Africa as part 
of the British 8th  Army under the command of General Montgomery. 
He fought at the Battle of the Mareth Line which led to the break 
through into Tunisia and the surrender of the Axis Africa Corp.The 
Guards Brigade then spearheaded the Allied assault landings at 
Salerno Beach, Italy. He later fought at the Battle of Monte Casino 
Monastery, in central Italy. 
 
   Children: Anne Marie Louise and Philip Thomas Victor 

 



5. Sheila Dorothy (Judy) Palmer daughter of Cyril (Phil) Palmer & Cecelia Baylis  
      Born:     20 January 1943 at Barbourne, Worcester 

Educated: Miss Fall's School for Young ladies, Miss Bradey's Girls School 
Victoria School of Art, Worcester, Cheltenham Art College 

Married:    July 1967 at St Mary's Church, Kempsey, Worcestershire 

Note: Designer, Bond Worth Carpets, Stourport on Severn. Emigrated to 
Canada 1967-69, Winnipeg, Teacher Rehab Patents, Dental Nurse. 
Director Astons Coaches Ltd 

Spouse: Anthony William Halford 
Born: 30ü1 October 1942, 
Educated: Kings School, Worcester. University, St Lukes College, Exeter 

University of Winnipeg, Canada 
Note — Teacher of Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Sports at Cecil 

Rhodes High School, Winnipeg, Canada. CEO Astons Coaches 
& Astons Ski, Director Everton Travel Ltd. Committee Member, 
Worcester Rugby Club 
 

Children: Martine and Nichola 
 

5, Joy Heather Palmer, daughter of Claude Palmer & Lillian Sprague 
Born: 7th May 1937, Henwick Avenue, Worcester 
Educated: Comer Gardens Primary & Worcester Girls Grammar School 
Married: 26th January 1963, Claines Church, Worcester 

Note: Nurseryman & Florist (manager of G.A.Palmer & Son) Played 
Hockey & Netball for Worcester Ladies. 
County Netball team 1962-1980, Captain in 1973, winning Regional Tournament. 
Manager of the Regional Netball team in 1980's 

Spouse:  Dennis Charles Smallman 
Born: 27th April 1935, Mayfield Avenue, Worcester 
Educated: St Barnabas Primary & Samuel Southall School 
Married: 26th January 1963, Claines Church, Worcester 

Note: National Service in the Royal Air Force 
Midland Electricity Board, then Defence Research 
Agency 

 
 

                    Children: Julie Dawn, Andrew Michael and David John 
 



 

5. John Michael Palmer, son of Claude Palmer & Lillian Sprague 

5.Janet Mary Walters, daughter of Joan Mansfield & John Walters  
Born: 5th Sept 1951 at Swansea, Wales  
Married:  9th August 1984 at Peterborough 

 
Spouse: Sydney Whitehead 

            Born:            21st May 1940 at Manchester 
      Married:      Aug 1984 at Peterborough 
 

5. John Mansfield, son of Lydia Palmer & John Mansfield  
Born: 
Married:       September 1942 to Dorothy Wheeler 
 
       Spouse Dorothy Wheeler 

             Born:         7 December 1916 
            Married: September 1942 
  

Born:           26th May 1943, Henwick Avenue, Worcester 
Educated:   Comer Gardens Primary, Worcester Royal 
Grammar School 
Married:      4th July 1973 at Tamworth Registry Office 
Divorced:    1976 
Note:             Musician, composer, arranger & studio engineer. 
                      First professional band was Midlands outfit 'Deep 
                      Feeling' with Jim Capaldi and Dave Mason, 
                      a  precursor of 'Traffic'. Moved to London in the  
                      late 1960's - playing with several bands, including 
                      the prog-rock 'Family'. In the music world, he has  
                      been always called 'Poli' 
 
        Spouse: Diana Margaret Lake 
        Divorced:  1976 
 
 
 









                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nurseries 
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Palmer & Sons Nurseries,  Peterborough – Proprietor:W.E.Palmer 
                        

William Edward Palmer, as we have seen, had a privileged upbringing, with his mum and 
stepdad comfortably installed in order to bring up Sir Drago’s little moment of weakness. He became a 
nurseryman and pig breeder (New England Nurseries, Peterborough.) and, as many of you have 
probably already realised, a rather unpleasant snob. –  seriously falling out with four of his eight 
children. His eldest son – our grandfather Tom - was apparently only paid “food and board” on the 
promise that “One day son, all this will be yours” Obviously, Tom wanted to get wed and have children, 
so he successfully sued his dad for his inheritance. (Quite amazing really, when no-win/no-fee lawyers 
would not exist for another 120 years.) Cousins will remember his redoubtable wife (Grace Alice aka 
Nan) and will probably suspect her hand in all this. 

Tom, got married, took himself off to West Haddon and rented a house and land - setting up his 
own nursery and starting his own dynasty.  (Four of his children were born there.) 
The rift between father and son lasted for many years until, in the early thirties, (probably at the 
instigation of Tom’s sister, Julia) they finally made up………. See the two letters from William Edward 
to Tom on pages (f) to (i).  When William Edward died, he left substantial sums to Tom and to Tom’s 
eldest son William. The New England Nurseries traded until the Second World War.  

It’s rumoured that Tom tried to buy the West Haddon land but, when that fell through, moved to 
Worcester…… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                           A receipt for part of the rental at West Haddon 

!

!
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St. Johns Nurseries,  Worcester – Proprietor:  Richard Smith 
 

!

In! the!19th!century,!virtually! the!whole!of!St.!
John's! seemed! to! have! been! given! over! to!
growing! fruit! trees! and! other! nursery!
products.! The! land! of! St.! John's! was!
particularly! suitable,!due! to! the! fact! that! it! is!
located! on! the! upper/middle! terraces! of! the!
Severn,! composed! almost! entirely! of! river!
sands! and! gravels.! The! great! nurseryman! of!
the! 1800’s! was! Richard! Smith,! son! of!
nurseryman!Thomas!Smith!of!Lower!Wick.!
Established! in! 1804,! by! the! 1820's! Richard!
Smith! &! Co.! had! become! one! of! the! largest!
nursery!businesses!in!the!world.!In!its!heyday,!
St.! John's! Nurseries! covered! 157! acres,!
stretching!from!Bransford!Road,!to!the!village!
of! Lower!Wick.! It! had! 18!miles! of! walkways!
between! its! rows!and!displays,! the! treeQlined!
central! drive! was! almost! 2! miles! long! and!
there!were!two!and!a!half!acres!of!glasshouses!
Q!manned!by!a!labour!force!of!200.!In!October!
1829! alone,! they! sold! 10,000! fruit! trees!! His!
son! Richard! succeeded! him! in! the! business!
and! it!was!Richard! ‘the! second'!who! in!1874!
introduced! the! worldQfamous! Worcester!
Permain.! Found! in! a! Swanpool! marketQ!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
garden! in! 1872,! Smith! offered! £10! for! the!
exclusive!right!to!take!grafts.!At!the!end!of!the!
19th! century,! Richard! 'the! third'! took! over,!
but!business!declined!and,!in!1910,!the!core!of!
the!nursery!was!sold!to!Tom!Palmer……!
!

!
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St. Johns Nurseries,  Worcester – Proprietor:  Tom Palmer 
                        

(Edited by John Michael Palmer - partly sourced from Grace Constance Palmer’s contribution to ‘Memories Of St. Johns’) 
 

Tom Palmer relinquished his nursery at West Haddon and in 1910, purchased the core part 
of St Johns Nurseries, Worcester. Because of its past renown, Tom decided to keep the trading 
name of Richard Smith and Co. He converted the old offices into a home, enlarging it for his 
growing family. 

The volatile early years of the 20th century caused several setbacks for Tom and Grace. 
The First World War took away many of the work force. Originally they owned about 8 acres of 
land, from Bransford Road to Hanbury Park Road, with another 10 acres rented above that, at 
Boughton Park. 

The General Strike during the Great Depression made things even worse. A large part of 
the nursery’s business was mail order and, with no trains running, orders could not be fulfilled, so 
customers had to be reimbursed. Tom fell ill and was advised not to do heavy work and a decision 
was made to sell up and move to Malvern. Two plots of land, north of Nursery Walk, were sold to 
Hickman‘s and Fulcher's, but they couldn’t sell the main house, so the whole plan fell through - 
with, not only the loss of land, but a great deal of money. 

Tom’s wife, Grace, (Nan) as my cousins will attest, was a formidable woman. Family 
gatherings were by Royal Command. No son, daughter, grandchild or in-law could avoid a “do” at 
the Nursery, unless they were in jail. Having said that, I have happy memories of their parties, 
parlour games - sing-songs at the piano - (with Grandpa Tom’s piece de résistance, “When Father 
Papered The Parlour”) Although they were strict Edwardian parents, a tennis court and swimming 
pool were built on the nursery for their family - and in the “Pack”, (the old packing building) their 
children were allowed to do up one of the top rooms and have a grand piano and phonograph 
installed for their own l920’s soirees. (I played among the debris 25 years later.) 

One odd feature of the tennis court was a large portable tin bath. On hot days it was filled 
by a hosepipe and, after a hectic game of tennis, both host and guest would strip and leap into the 
bath to cool off; bit racy for those days! 

The huge Weeping Beech was also a firm favourite with family and visitors alike. (see 
next page) Several generations have climbed to the top, just to lie back on the thick bed of leaves. 

Grace Alice Palmer was also a good businesswoman and it is possible that the fortunes of 
the nursery would have been much worse without her input. The two elder sons went into business 
together, while the youngest son, Claude joined his father. (Being an enthusiastic gardener from a 
very early age.) Grace Alice Palmer also opened a shop in Lowesmoor (Worcester) with Claude, 
called G.A.Palmer & Son - a Florists, Fruiterers and Tea Rooms. The shop went on to trade well 
into the l970’s, with Claude’s wife, Queenie working there and their daughter, Joy running it. 

Claude had slowly taken over the running of the nursery and, by the Second World War, 
(with the nursery re-jigged toward food production) he was classified as being in a protected 
occupation and so became a Special Constable for the duration. In 1946, he moved into a house in 
Avenue Road, which adjoined onto the nursery and, on Tom’s death in 1953, became the 
proprietor. (Grace Alice died in 1960) 

St. Johns Nurseries, continued quietly, but successfully trading until 1984, when Claude 
died. His daughter Joy continued to run the business, until death duties and the dreadful recession 
of the l990’s made it unviable. So, with many tears, it was sold for housing in 1994. 

 
If you visit it today, you will see two pleasant cul-de-sacs - Smiths Avenue and Palmers 

Green - and the wonderful Weeping Beech. 
 
What you won’t see, of course, are the very happy memories of four generations of your kin. 
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St. Johns Nurseries,  Worcester – Recreation 
 

 

!

!

Above: The Weeping Beech with 
the Tennis Court in foreground. In 
the summer months, house parties 
were common, with relatives and 
friends staying for the weekend 
and for summer holidays.  
 
 
Left: The infamous tin bath by the 
tennis court. 
Grace Palmer, her brother Edward 
in the bath, Nelson Battell her 
brother-in-law and her brother 
William at the other end of the 
bath. 

!

The Pateman Brothers on holiday at 
St. Johns Nurseries. William shows 
off his new car with a drive around 
the nursery.   
In the driving seat: William - Next to 
him: Nelson Battell (brother in law)   
Back seat: Grace & Tom and Edward 
Pateman - Popping her head over the 
back door: young daughter Grace. 
In the background are some of the 
greenhouses and the "Pack" (the old 
packing building.) 
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St. Johns Nurseries,  Worcester – Catalogues 
 

! !

!

Above&left:!Smith’s!Seed!Catalogue!from!1898.!(The!main!catalogue!was!like!a!horticultural!“War!&!
Peace”!and!had,!I!seem!to!recall,!a!picture!of!the!Californian!Redwood!that!had!been!tunnelled!out,!to!
allow!cars!to!drive!through!it.)!Above&right:!A!plant!brochure!from!the!early!1960’s.!!Below:!!From!a!
catalogue!of!the!1930’s,!a!sketch!of!the!nurseries.!(Done!by!Grace!Constance!Palmer’s!boyfriend.)!
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William Edward Palmer writes to Tom & Grace – March 1931                       

!
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William Edward Palmer writes to Tom & Grace – December 1931                        

("h")"
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("i")"

!

!

It’s" interesting" that" W.E." can" write" about" the"
mayor’s"do,"without"any"sense"of"irony……"
"
William" Edward" forbad" his" daughter" Lydia"
from"marrying"John"Mansfield,"even"though"he"
was"already"a"bigwig"in"the"city."He"refused"to"
go"to"the"wedding"(His"wife,"Emma"provided"for"
it.)"As"daughter"Alice"had"already"left"home"and"
got"married"without"his"permission,"he"cut"both"
of"them"from"his"will.""
!
!









Origins of the Palmer name 
Added by: John Michael Palmer 

While the Palmer name has been linked to the Crusader Knights, it is also a common 
name amongst, well erm, common folk. Step-great-great-grandfather Samuel Palmer 
was a carpenter, roped in to save the blushes of the Montagu family - i.e. Drago's wicked 
way with housemaids - and he seems to have had no genetic connection with the 
Selbourne-Palmers and Templars. For that reason, I prefer this simpler (but no less 
fascinating) etymology: 

When April with his showers sweet with fruit 
The drought of March has pierced unto the root. 
Then do folk long to go on pilgrimage, And 
palmers to go seeking out strange strands, To 
distant shrines well known in sundry lands. 

opening lines of Chaucer 's Canterbury Tales 

The "palmers" were pilgrims who, for centuries, visited sacred Christian sites in the Holy 
Land, especially in Jerusalem. As evidence of their pilgrimage to Jerusalem, they always 
wore a small cross, made of palm leaves (or a palm-branch attached to their staff), so 
they became known as palmers. Many of them professed poverty and supported their 
wanderings and charities through alms. So the name became synonymous with pilgrims. 

Their charities included hospitals for the poor and alms houses, such as one at 
Nottingham (which was made possible by a land grant around 1160, confirmed by King 
Henry Il and given recognition by the Pope). Thus were the "palmers" involved in 
Christian social action almost a thousand years ago. 

Because the pilgrims generally brought back a palm branch as proof that they had 
actually made the journey to the Holy Land - and such is human nature - there was a 
vigorous trade in false souvenirs, so the term also came to be applied to a cleric who 
sold indulgences. (a sort of Get-Out-Of-Jail-Free cards for the afterlife) 

In The Middle Ages, surnames simply reflected your trade, your village or who your dad 
was. Later, as peasants were finally allowed to migrate from their hams and villages, 
they retained their appendages whether they were appropriate or not - and eventually 
these were inherited. 



 

!

!





William Drogo Montagu, 7th Duke of Manchester (1823-1890) 
 

Army officer and politician  
Lord of the Bedchamber to Prince Albert 

MP for Bewdley and later Huntingdonshire  
 

The original Drogo Montagu was one of the knights that fought with William 
the Conqueror in 1066 
 
Kimbolton Castle was the home of Catherine of Aragon 
 
 

 

 

 

 





Fraudsters, Drug Addicts and Jailbirds 
 

You may think that having a noble ancestor is something to put on your CV, but the 
Dukes of Manchester have shamed the aristocracy for generations. 

Alexander Charles David Drogo Montagu, the 13th Duke of Manchester, doesn’t 
preside over an enviable stately home or thousands of rolling ancestral acres — the 
accomplishments of his forebears have seen to that. 

Successive generations of Montagu men have accrued CVs that would not disgrace 
career criminals. 

Now 48, ‘Lord Alex’ — as he sometimes likes to be called — has twice been 
imprisoned, deported from Canada and messily divorced from two wives, with the 
end of a third marriage seemingly imminent.  

Remarkably, he has just achieved the near-impossible and further tarnished his 
sullied reputation: this week, at the High Court in London, the shameful story of the 
Dukes of Manchester was once again thrust into the spotlight when he was exposed 
as a bigamist. 

Successive Dukes before Alexander have experienced similar public disgrace. Their 
only discernible talents have been engaging in futile litigation, profligate spending, 
and disposing of property and heirlooms at a fraction of their value. Their 
recreational interests included gambling, alcohol and sex — not to mention fraud. 

Alex’s father, Angus, the 12th Duke, stood in the dock at the Old Bailey in 1985 
charged with attempting to defraud the NatWest Bank — side by side with his 
closest female friend, who ran an escort agency in London. 

That case was in progress when Angus’s brother died, and he inherited his title. 
‘Fraud trial man becomes a Duke!’ ran one headline. Although on that occasion 
he was acquitted, he was described by the judge as ‘absurdly stupid’ — a 
description that could apply equally to his elder son, Alex. 
So how is it that the most recent Duke has failed so spectacularly to shake off 
the legacy of his criminal ancestors? 
A fascinating insight was provided this week by Wendy Buford, the hapless 
American who became Alex’s second wife. 
When she met the then dashing young aristocrat in California in 1992, she was 
completely unaware of his ignominious family history. With a father who 
worked in the construction industry and a waitress mother, her knowledge of 
British high society was understandably limited. 
‘All the things Alex talked about were just completely unreal to me,’ she told 
me. ‘When he said he was Lord Alex or whatever, there were puzzled looks on 
people’s faces. Americans think of “Lord” as Jesus. They thought he was crazy.’ 
 
And, in many respects, he was. But Alex, who was good looking, charming and 
robustly built, solicited Wendy’s sympathy by lamenting his difficult relationship 
with his parents, and the death of his mother. 
The two began a relationship and, despite her misgivings about Alex’s mood 
swings — ardent protestations of love were followed by bouts of intense anger 
— before long Wendy was pregnant. 



They married in May 1993 and their first child, Alexander Jnr, was born six days 
later. Six years on, Wendy gave birth to their daughter, Ashley.  
But Alex drew an impenetrable veil over his past.  
He failed to tell Wendy about his first conviction, for fraud in Australia in 1985 
(for which he served nine months in prison for obtaining money by deception); 
or, indeed, about his second one (in Brisbane in 1991, for hiring a rental car in 
one state, then selling it in another). 
His selective memory also caused him to omit any mention of his deportation 
from Canada (for entering the country illegally), where he had formed an 
attachment to retired stripper Katie Lynch, while falsely claiming to be 52nd in 
line to the throne and a second cousin of the Princess of Wales. 
Though Wendy might have dreamed of becoming a lady of the manor, there was 
no question of the couple living in England. Thanks to Alex’s feckless relations, 
Kimbolton Castle, the Montagu’s splendid, but war-damaged ancestral seat in 
Cambridgeshire, had been sold in 1951 for just £12,500 (a little over £1 million 
today).  
Nor was there any other family bolthole: Alex’s uncle Kim, the 11th Duke, had 
been involved in a protracted and ruinous legal battle with his stepmother and 
had sold the remaining properties on the family estate in the mid-Seventies. 
So the couple stayed in California, living in rented properties. 
Family trust funds — though greatly dented by the legal costs of successive 
Montagu indiscretions — provided Alex with an income. Very occasionally, this 
was supplemented by a pay cheque. 
‘I think in the time we were living together he might have had five or six jobs, 
never [for] longer than three months,’ recalls Wendy.  
These included a stint in security work — an ironic choice given his difficulties 
with the law. 
‘He got fired,’ remembers Wendy, who has worked in the administration 
department of a legal firm since 1987.  
The lack of an income didn’t inhibit Alex’s zest for spending, however. He was 
fond of luxuries, such as extravagant writing paper embossed with the Montagu 
coat of arms in gold, and televisions — one of which, noted a visitor, was ‘the 
size of a small car’. 
Unfortunately, Alex’s willingness to pay rent was more limited.   
‘He would just stop making the payments,’ explains Wendy, who hoped they 
had put their unstable days behind them when they got a mortgage and bought 
a property.  
But then disaster struck. ‘One day, I opened our front door and there was a 
notice of foreclosure and auction. He’d stopped making payments.’ 
By then, she knew what Alex was capable of. Not long after giving birth to 
Alexander, she woke at night to find her husband on the phone to Australia. He 
was talking to his mother — whom he had claimed was dead. Alex offered a glib 
self-defence: ‘He explained it away by saying he and his mother had never had a 
good relationship. I was disgusted.’  
Despite this, Wendy continued with the marriage for some years. 
‘I just always hoped a lightbulb would go off in his brain and he’d be normal. 
that if I showed him loyalty, that would be enough. It never was,’ she said. 
Meanwhile, Alex, although more or less teetotal — unprecedented for a 
Montagu — was taking prescription drugs. He took ‘sleeping pills, which made 



him like a zombie, and Vicodin [a potent painkiller]. He used to pop them like 
candy,’ recalls Wendy. 
By then, he had succeeded to the Dukedom. His father, Angus, who was finally 
jailed in the U.S. in 1996 following his involvement in another botched financial 
fraud, died in July 2002. 
Though by now a Duchess, Wendy remained ignorant of much of the Montagu 
family’s lurid history. And it was quite a story. 
Alex’s great-great-grandfather, George, the 8th Duke, and his son, Kim, the 9th 
Duke, matched one another in profligacy and fecklessness.  
Both had married American heiresses, though that hadn’t prevented George 
from being bankrupt at 36. He spent most of his married life with a music hall 
singer, leaving the staff at Kimbolton Castle unpaid for months at a time, and 
died at 39. 
 
Kim — Alex’s great-grandfather — fared no better. Serially unfaithful (on one 
occasion he was found in bed at Kimbolton with four women, among them the 
bisexual actress Tallulah Bankhead), he spent outrageous amounts of his father-
in-law’s fortune, went bankrupt, illegally pawned the family jewels (which were 
held in trust) and was sent to Wormwood Scrubs.   
Other members of the family were equally wayward. Alex’s great aunt, Lady 
Mary Montagu, was drug-addled and distressingly overweight.  
Another great aunt, Lady Louise, was extremely attractive but very highly sexed, 
and seduced a roll call of men in a London flat. 
Alex’s great uncle, Lord Edward, was variously a Hollywood bit-part actor, hot-
dog seller and (fleetingly) a foreign legionnaire. Married five times, he was jailed 
in at least three countries — including a stint in the Scrubs, just like his father, 
though for forging cheques rather than pawning the family jewels — and was a 
suspect in one of America’s most notorious unsolved murder cases, before dying 
in the Mexican jungle aged 48 in 1954. 
Even if she did not know about this extraordinary catalogue of scandal, Wendy 
says she saw in Alex the same stubborn, self-destructive streak that ran through 
so many in the family. His jealousy and instability, she claims, had become 
intolerable. ‘All through our marriage I was accused of having affairs. It was 
constant,’ she says. 
If his title was not enough to convince her to stay, neither was his inheritance 
from family jewels worth hundreds of thousands of pounds — a windfall which, 
she says, he appears to have blown in a series of mysterious online 
payments.  When Alex filed for divorce, she willingly concurred. But this simply 
inspired Alex to vengefulness. 
In a court custody battle in 2007, she heard her life described as a kaleidoscope 
of men, drugs binges and partying.  
‘I had to have hair cut off my head [for drug testing] because he was accusing 
me of being on cocaine,’ she says with a shudder. ‘It was horrible. He tried to say 
I chased after him with a knife.’ 
It was nine months before she secured custody of their children — then aged 15 
and nine — in  August 2007.  
Soon afterwards, Alex married another American, Laura Smith.   
Then he revealed something which topped everything that had come before — 
he told Wendy he had already been married at the time of their wedding, 
making their children, Alexander Jnr and Ashley, illegitimate. 



To her horror, Wendy learned her former husband was, for once, telling the 
truth — or part of it, at least. 
In 1984, he had married an Australian model called Marion Stoner, who, like 
Wendy, had been seduced by his charm and rugged physique.  
He had, Marion later reflected, seemed ‘a real gentleman’. But this veneer was 
shattered just two months after their wedding, when Alex fired a speargun at 
her. Unsurprisingly, she left him. 
 
Although they were separated, they were still not divorced by the time Alex 
married the unwitting Wendy in 1993. 
After making his shattering declaration, Alex ceased all child support payments. 
‘As of March 1, 2011, he owed about £32,000 in child support and alimony,’ says 
Wendy. 
This week’s case at the High Court finally brought relief. Although Alexander Jnr, 
now 18, and Ashley, 12, are technically illegitimate, their claim on support from 
their father is recognised in law, meaning the family trustees will pay them  an 
allowance. 
The ruling seems certain to infuriate the 13th Duke. Since giving up the children 
to Wendy, he has made a solitary £300 payment and has urged that his son be 
sent into the Armed Forces — ‘so he won’t need an allowance’. 
It is a warning other women might care to heed, given this very brazen aristocrat 
— who still lives in America — appears to have other targets in his sights.  
Recently, he posted his details on a dating website. Under the online name 
‘1montymont’, he announces that he is looking for ‘a long-term relationship’ — 
which may come as a disagreeable surprise to his current wife, Laura. 
Perhaps Wendy could disabuse her of any misplaced notions she may have 
about her errant husband. 
 
 
 
 
 
 





KIMBOLTON CASTLE                                                       NOTABLE VISITORS 

 

!

Above&:!!A!visit!to!the!Castle!by!the!Prince!&!Princess!of!Wales,!circa!1864.!!
Seated:! The! Princess! of! Wales! (Princess! Alexander! of! Denmark),! The! Prince! of! Wales! (later!
Edward!VII,)!To! the! right! of! the!Prince! is! the!6th!Duke! and! then!our! ancestor,!William!Drogo!
Montagu!(Viscount!Mandeville,!later!to!be!the!7th!Duke!of!Montagu.)!!!
&
Below:!!Descendants!of!the!7th!Duke.!
John! Townsend,! Tom! Hicks,! David! Palmer,! Grace! Hicks,! Clive! Harrison,! Margaret! &! Joyce!
Townsend,! Margaret! Faulkner,! Sylvia! Tainton,! Joy! Smallman,! Judy! Halford,! Nicola! Albrecht! &!
Lewis!Albrecht!(infant)!
!







John Palmer 
5 Munster Road - London – Sw6 4er - UK 

Phone: +44 20 7731-0481 � Mobile: +44 77 6666-4243 

17th September 2010 

 
Charlfont House, 158. Ombersley Road 
Worcester WR3 7HA 

 

Dave: 

Thanks for the letter. Glad that you’re happy with my wee noodlings.  I take your point about painting 
Drogo as a Sir Jasper villain, although it does seem that the nurturing of illegitimate offspring was quite 
common amongst the nobs of the 18th to 19th centuries.  

A few months ago I saw an article in the Daily Mail about the eccentricities of the aristocracy, in which 
the Montagu family were mentioned. In the thirties, the then current Duke, having spent most of his life 
in the Far East, was famous for hanging out in London’s East End pubs and taking money from the 
locals. Being extremely corpulent and liking a drink or three, he would drunkenly bet fellow drinkers 
that he could do twenty press-ups – one-handed. After a mad betting rush, he would do just that.  
Fortunately, he was also a rather good wrestler and pugilist.  His sister was also renowned - but for 
attending grand dinner parties and taking her kit off. 

Have you got an e-mail address?  If you have, send a mail to john.palmer@me.com, so I can send you 
links to any stuff I put up for downloading. 

Unfortunately, I will miss Maurice & Christine’s do, as I will be on holiday. -  a shame as I always enjoy 
having a natter with all the cousins.  

Talk Soon 

 

 

 


